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Tran there is ſomething in the human mind which un« 
Hits it for Happineſs, is a truth for the Knowledge of which 
Ve need not have fecourſe.to the depths of Science or In- 


ſtructions of Philoſophy ; ſince every Man can ſee it, who 
looks into his own Boſom for the Paſſages of a ſingle Day, 
or turns to a proper Account ; the Information he receives 


from the Actions of his Neighbours. © Providence has, for 
the wiſeſt Purpoſes, left à Flaw in the Machinery of our 


minds at once to correct the overweening Impreſſions of 


Self. Love, remind us of the; Fugacity of our terreſtical 
Abode, and by enlarging. the, ſcope of our deſires beyond 5 
the poſſibility of Fruition here, to give us an Intimation of 

a more exalted State of exiſtence hereafter, 


* 


4 


Thus, no bon being c: can be faid to be 8 with 


his Lot in Life, though there are few whoſe condition is 
ſo very wretched as not, in ſome reſpeft, to excite deſire 


or envy,in . breaſt of oth s. He, who but a ſhort time 
ave looked foſthe acquiſition of a Thouſand 
Pounds, as the higheſt flight to which his wiſhes could 
ſoar; now, with Ten Thouſand in his Poſſeſſion, la 1guiſhes 
wich an anxiety more corroding than the Pains of Poverty 
for another Ten---give him that, and he e! s you that the 
conſummation of all earthly Felicity is to be fund in a 


paſt, might 


Plumb, and untill he has amaſſed that Sum, content ſhall 


not viſit his Pillow ; when, if he would but take the pains 


to ſearch. ho the pou of his wilhes, and inveſti N 
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) 
them with the rye of of Philofophyy he wah gad that they * 
"had their Origin 1 in that i innate Principle of diſcontent---= 
that with for we know not what, unattainable here, and 


that the nearer he advanced to the illuſive object of his 


purſuits, the further he FT: from the true "Rood. to 
Heppineb.” 


Were this prifciple conꝭ ned to thoſe whoſe circumſtances 


ſubje ding them to a Number of wants, muſt of courſe in- 


duce a variety of wiſhes, it would be hard eee : 
whether it ought to be conſidered as an imperfeftion in our 


nature or not; but When we ſee thoſe to whom Fortune 


has been moſt bountifull-.-to whom ſhe has given bound. - 


Teſs Opulence, ſturdy. Health, Troops of Friends, every 


domeſtic Comfat and endearing tie that ought 1 


Life delightfull,/and all up the Catalogue of earthly bleſſ- 


ings ;----when, I ſay, we ſee thoſe ftill pining for a ſome., 
thing out of reach languiſhing for unattainable Happineſs, 
labouring under a load of Ennui, and Martyrs to an un- 
accountable train of feelings called. Yapours, we can no 
; longer heſitate to admit it. 


* 


To this 6 Principle of diſcontent, which 
makes a part of our natural mechaniſm, the larger ſhare of 


Mankind receive a great addition from obvious Cauſes--- 


4. 7 74 75 


1 : 
4 > 


the Effects of their Vices---Indiſcretions---and that ine- 


quality of circumſtances „ attendant on equality | 
of talents. 1 


Vet, however poignantly they may fee] the Effefts, men 


really have the candor or wiſdom to trace them to their 
[<p Cauſes ; but inſtead of — into their ä 


f 8 5 3 


turn wei kyes from Ain at the call of ſelf -love---and to 1 
the fault of their Stars, their fam! y, their Friends or of 


| any TRE but themſelves attribute their ſpleen and diſcon- 


| 5 ' 7 
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But of all the things that have ſerved as vents to this ways 
ward ſpirit of diſcontentedneſs, nothing has afforded ſuch 
; indulgence in that way, as the buſineſs of Government 
5 inſomuch that I believe there is not an evil whichadleneſs, 
5 arunkenneſs, or miſmanagement can bring. upon * wretched 
Families, that has not one time or other been attributed ts 
the fault ad the Government f in which it e * 


* 
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That this unfortunate ener has ever predominated ! in 
England ore than any other country is a fad too noto- 
rious to he denied. The moſt celebrated writer of France 
{Voltaire} notices it. Engtiſhmen having fewer real cauſes: 
_of diſcontent than any other people, have given them. 


"ſelves more up to the Hlbrics of imaginary ones. e 
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Hence it is chat how al a people, they fuffer them- 
ſelves to be the dupes of Artiice and Fraud ;---every im- 
poſtar wito chuſes to alarm them with threats of imaginary * 
evils, or makes ſpecious promiſes of a remedy for them ;- 

every one who finds. it his intereſt to cajole the gloomy, \ 
| with a promiſe ; of. conſolatory variety, or the needy with a 
\ hope of charge ;---every vapouring empiric, whether in 
Medicine or Politics, is ſure to meet in England Proſelytes 
and zealous Partizans, till the detection of the m_— 


leaves them in unavailing regret, and bn aſtoniſhment at S 
85 their own weaknels, 8 N 1. JAS 


= 1 
—— 


Can it then be wonderedat, that a deſigning one like Paine 
ſhould at any time find in England a m#aken few to at- 
tend to his balefnl Politics, and ſwallow - with ignorant 5 
avidity the raſh effuſions of a heart natura 'ly depraved, and 
'a Brain defaced with the alternate . 8 of 1. 
and madneſs. 8 1 1 ig 

The People of Eno'and'bave already ſacri ced too much 
money. and to much a;tention at the ſhrine of Mr. Paine's 
variety and avrice. It is time for them to wipe the ſcum 
from their eves, to lock into themſelves, and his miſchie- 
vous prin2iples for the true and only ſorce of diſcontent--» 
to venerate witha ſteady faith and implicit con dence that 
glorious Co: [Nitution which has protected them for ages, 
From the Aflaulis of their open Enemies on one hand, and 
the deſigns of their pretended Friends on the other, and to 
diſmiſs the intruding quack, who pronaunces the State out 
of older, that he may bx ſufferedtoadminifter his pernicious 
medicines as they ud Fran other Jorerg Juggler---with : 
8 contemps. 5 
Tue Author of the following Letter purpoſely avoids 


entering into the mazes and ſubtleties of Political argument, 


but reſorts me: ely 0 facts cognizable by every. one, and to 
that co vii mm which cannot fail to ariſe from them. inthe 


mind of every uu of couuuon ſeule, aud vabiaſed te- 
ee. f | 
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To Ma. THOMAS PAINE, 


47 


; T uE Suctils of your Political productions in N 
America, has ſo intirely filled you with tze 
0 frenzy of ſcribbling, that it ſhould ſeem as „ 
imagined that the People of England had no other 2 
means to diſpoſe of their money, or ſpend their 


time but in purchaſing your miſerable incendiary 
"Pamphlets, and de Wen | 


— —ä1ä'ů.!'- —— — — — ——— - 


A 


kn vain has the general voice of the Nation ex- 
preſſed in the moſt pointed manner its diſappro- 
bation of them; in vain have even the diſaffected 
- to Government pronounced them Libels; in vain 
has the Law raiſed its threatning arm againſt you; 
the pitiful ambition of being praiſed in Pot- -houſes 
and Dram- ſfio ps, joined to your natural propenſity 
to faction, and the needy clamours of your cir- "Oo; 
cumſtances, ſtill urge you on to obtrude new in- 
flammatory ſtuff on the Public, and to bring down 
that ruin Oh your head which Juſtice muſt ulti- | 
— mately 
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mately award to a 3 againſt the Peace 
ba mankind. 
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4 | 3 ; N % | \ 
I. in the whirl of euffenzied! imaginations, 5 


bloated vanity, into which your late acquired 
FrENCH Honov rs have thrown you, the blind 
Leal of a miſchievous Mania can afford you one 
hour to reflection; if the diQates of diſcretion be 
not intirely drowned in the ſhouts of ſavage' exul- 


tation of a French mob; liſten to the ſuggeſtions 


of Prudence, content yourſelf with the miſchicfs 
you have already ſhared in; withdraw yourſelf in- 
tire! y from Great Britain aud the Britiſh Preſs, and 
as in your warm exertions in the American War 
againſt England, you became an Apoſtate to your 
. native country, and forfeited all the rights of a 
Citizen; -ceaſe now, under the ſpecious maſk of 
regard far her intereſts, to endeavour to raiſe com- 
motious in the mind of her People, and diſturb 
ber from a ſtate of Tranqui ity, and proſperity un- 
exampled in the annals of hiſtory. . 


© 


1 TM Caid that the 3 of your Grft ants 


ot Political writing has filled you with the frenzy. 
af ſcribbling, and I have founded this allertion on 
a fact which cannot have eſcaped the obſervation. 
5 of any one, who has favoured your Pamphlets 
with p ruſal--- namely, that in every thing you. 
wWiite, * eiue, ip lugg | in America and ita 


Gover ument 


5 


— 


— 


U 


Ant of diſcord and licentiouſneſs, 


3 t 3 | 
3 by the heal and ſhoulders ; like + hy: 
fond Father, do what you will, you have ſtill an 5 


eye to your favourite bratt. How well you are in. 


titled to fame on the ſtrength of thoſe productions | 
wou'd be hard to determine---they had the fortune 


of being brought into the wb rid, under ſuch favours _ 


abe circumſtances, as could not have failed to in- 
ſare ſucceſs to works of mere Mediocrity ;---they 


ſuited the temper and turns of the Puople---they 


poſſibly had ſane effect, and they met with muck 
applauſe: had you contented yourſelf with that 


ſprig of Laurel, no one would have attempted to 
pluck it from your brows; you might with approe 


bation have retired into the Wilds of America, 
lived there in the g!'oom of ſhabby- Independence, 
and indulged yourſeif occafienally as caprice or 


* inclination prompted, either in cantemplating the 


2 compoſure of your Mn the W wi 


ha n FOR in eee le of e to _ 


* 
* 


But when a man arroganthy ſteps forward as 
Reformer of Nations, and with a plauſible affec- 
tation of pure principle, endeavours to ſwindle the 


attachments and allegiance of a people from their 


lawful Governors and fix them on himſelf, it is 
neceſſary to throw every light poſſible upon his 
A r view, in 


8 
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order to divelope his real motives as far as may be, 


and thereby determine what credit ſhould be given 
to his profeſſions ;---in that caſe perſonality ceaſes. 


to be illiberal and becomes ſanQioned by juſtice 
and prudence. It may not therefore, be unfit to 
inquire by what means a man who was thought to 
have rendered ſuch important ſervices to America 


as you were, ſhou!d have made himſelf fo con- 
temptible, e, as to be obliged to retire from it, and 


ſeek a ay in an offended country. To leave 


that BEST Of GovEerRNMENTS, that Land of ſmil- 
ing Plenty, of Peace an lHIarmony, of x ew RAUII p- 
INGS, TOWNS, and COMMERCE SPREAD OVER THE. 
won lp, not to mention that BETTER MAN AND 
MORE OF A GENTLEMAN THAN ANY KING YOU. 


K Now, and live in this land of bad Government, 


of ſcarcity and poverty, of dwifdling Towns and 
declining Commerce; in ſhort. why a people who 


acknowledged to have received ſuch fignal ſervices 


from your. talents, ſhou d have drove you unre- 
warded to ſeek a livelihood in that country, againſt 


which, thoſe talents were exerted. and leave you ſo 
deſertelt; that (untill your late aloption by France) 
105 you had been aſked what country you belonged 


to you muſt have been ſally puzzled for a reply. 


Was it by any of thoſe un 'ucky 1 incidents on which 

E your fortune hinged in the firſt part of your life 
thoſe ſtrokes of genius that twice excited the curi- 
obty of the Commiſſioners of the Exciſc? Was it, 
pff ny | that 


4 


9 


4 


Ci . 
that finding yourſelf ſtrictly belonging to no coun- 
try, you determined to diſſeminate the principles 
of anarchy and ruin through all? Or was it that, 
(however diſpoſed to exhort others to e 
you found the pacific Quaker principles of your 
Father predominant in your Con!litution, an! con- 


ſi lered Engiant's Laws and Cuſtoms to be beſt | 


ſuited to your habits of perſonal caution *, and 
: laudable ſpirit of non- reſiſtance ?- -Waatever the 


cauſe may have been, there is no Eng'iſhman of. 


cool reflection who Will not look upon a man un- 


der ſuch circumſtances, with at leaſt a ſuſpicious | 
eye, and take every thing he offers, however 


Plauſible, with diſtruſt, if not abhorrence. 
* 


* 


A et us, er, put your motives (which: fois g 
tunately are obvious enough) out of the queſtion; 
let us ſuppoſe them to be pure as you avow them, 


and then examine thoſe parts of your aſſertions 
(for arguments I will not call them) which make 
the forte of your letter to Mr. Dun das, viz. © That 


a ſyſtem of Government merely e is the. 


only one under which the liberties of a people can 
be perfectiy Cure; and That an hereditary 

ſyſtem is bad and abfurd,” and finally 11 olfer 
of the American ene 


— 


* This hint woull be better unde Hood 3 in a a Phitatet, 


Phia 0 than 1 it can be in Lando. 
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In the firſt of thoſe alſettivvs you would imply; 
| by an inuendo calculated for the intellects of moſt 
of your admirers; that the Britiſh Government 
| being a mixed ſyſtem, and therefore not merely re- 
preſentative, the liberties of the people are not ſe · 
cure. You, yourſelf have ſomewhere ſaid that you 
neither read books nor ſtudied peoples OPINIONS--» 
for once I believe you--:and here a reflection na- 

turally occurs, that ſerves to ſhew your Mopzsry 
in its true point of view---you acknowledge not to 
have received any aid from books, (thoſe Epito- 
miꝛed Records of human wiſdom and experience) 
and yet you call upon mankind to adopt your 
crude opinions upon à moſt intereſting and dif- 
ficult ſubject, though in con radiction to thoſe of 
the beſt informed and wiſeſt of mankind, which is 


neither more nor leſs, than ſetting up your naked 
underſtanding againſt the accumulated genius, ex- 


perience and knowledge of centuries. Diffidence 
is the never failing attendant of wiſdom and merit, 
but preſumption of ignorance. Sir Iſaac Newton 
lamented to the laſt hour of his life, that he had 


4 not read Euclid' 8 Elements with ſufficient attention, 


ok ler. oe <a 
> + K, 


but Tom Pain, born a Politician, ſcorns to receive 


inſtruction from the experience bog wiſdom of his 
predeceſſors. Ys 


Taking it then for granted, as coming from your- 


8 Wi, that you never read books ; you muſt certain- 
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1y be ignorant. of Hiftory, and not knowing Hit. 
| tory, are certainly ill qualified to form a judgment 


S. 


of the' relative merits of different Governments, + 
which (ſay what you will) depend ſo much more 


on local circumſtances, particular cuſtoms, and the 


| infinitely Cons pots of adapting and conform- 
per of the People, than on any 


ing them to the t 
general. levelling doctrine of viſionary ſchemers, 


that a dozen examples drawn from the Hiſtories of 


Nations are more uſeful and inſtructive in forming 
a juſt judgment upon the ſubject than”volumes of 
Ana has: utopian Dogmas. Had you for inſtance 
atten 


that attention neceſſary to forming a judgment of its. 


Conſtitution, you would have found it a direct con- 
tradition to your aſſertion ; you would by compar- 
ing the paſt time with the preſent, have found that 


though the ſyſtem of its Goverement never has been 


a merely repreſentative, the liberties of the People 
were not only continually ſecure, but that ſecurity 


has continually - increaſed; that their rights are 
far better aſcertained at this day than ever they were, 
and that the conſtitution ſo far from declining, has 
from its commencement up to the preſent day, been 
in a continually progreſſive ſtate of melioration. 
The liberty of the Preſs for inſtance; aſk ſome of 
your friends who have read books, what would in 


ſome former Reigns have been the penalty of a 


"_m ſcribbler who OI the Majeſty of the 


1 People | 


# 


ed'to the Hiſtory of England, and given it 


# 


| 4 


eaple with rellections on their Conſlitution, their 


faction in the country, and he will anſwer you, 
Loss or Lies ;----a% him what would be the 


From that Hiſtory he may furniſh you with exam- 


5 3 7 become an cxample of the other. 


i 10 


ground has been ſo often gone over that it would 
be ri liculous to expatiate on it here. De Llome, 
q To Mi.onteſquicu and others have ſaid enough on that 
l ; point, to convince any one who. was not determined 
not to, be convinced ; to which I will add, the ne- 
© ceflity of it to prevent thoſe unhappy ſtruggles that 
2 | for Centuries deluged this country with blood, and 
E. *: - would fill do ſo, were not the Succeſſion to the 
Cron aſcertained. You wiil ſay, why here more 
than in America ?---Fo this I anſwer, that they 
have fixed fami;y prepoſſoſſions here, handed down 
=_ . like an Heir-loom from Father 0 Son, that it is 
1 neither poſſible nor deſirable to eradicate and 
3 which the Americans have not. 


1 
* » 


* 


#. 
. But in the name of God., how can you twho am, 
1 tainly are not diſficient in acutencſs) expect any one 
obodf common lenſe to argue {um the Government of 
155 . | | America 
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Laws,” . their Magiſtrates, and firove to raiſe a 


penalty now. and he will tell you Loss or Ea s. 


ples of the one. and you in your own perſon may 


The advantages fer ved from the Hereditary cate 


of our {ſyſtem are numerous and obvious. This 


La) 


NR 


America and agree in your concluſion that from 


its effects there, it muſt be the beſt; and that being 
the beſt for that, it muſt of courſe. be fiteſt for this. 
It ſhould: firſt be determined how far it is a good 
ſyſtem, even for America; it can then be eaſily 


ſhewn that the realoning which applies to America _ 


would by no means be · applicable to Great Britain. 


How far the preſent ſyſtem of Government in 


Afnerica may advance towards perfection, is a point 
impoſſib!, e to determine at preſent; that it looks 


well now muſt be admitted; but how far it may be 


calculated to withſtand the ravages of time, or the 


incroachments of ſpeculative vicious dealers in re- 
form, the lapſe of many, many years alone can tell. 


When the hiſtory of all nations and the various forms 
of Government, built apparently on the ſtrongeſt 


foundations, and promiſing permanent ſecurity, and 
their ſubſequent decline are attentively conſidered, 


1t will be no mark-of wildomcin any man to aſſert 
that a ſyſtem of four years exiſtence is better than 


one that has ſtood the ſhocks of ages with increaſ- 


ing vigour. Time, and time only can aſcertain 
that point----bare conjecture is all that can now be 

hazarded on it,----and the conjecture of ſome as able 
men as any in America is unalterably againſt the Fe- 


deral Conſtitution of that country. It was a ſubject 7 


of great controverſy; - there were able writings for 
and againſt it. The ſtates of * Carolina, and 
| e : | | pk Rhode 
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Rhode INand were a long time after the others be. 
fore they would accede to it, and when at laſt they 


ga greed, did fo, rather from commercial neceſſity, 
chan conviction of i's excellence; and I am ſure 


it is no depretiation of the other States to ſay that 
the Rhode Iflanders are as able, and well informed. 


men as any in America. Thoſe improvements that 


you mention muſt have taken place under an uns 
limitted Monarchy. or even an Ariſtocracy when 
| Increaſing population and opulence ſhall have roul- 


ed the different States into violent emulatién with 
each other, and overgrown wealth given birth to 


"the ſpirit of ambition, it will then be known, but 


dot till then) how far the Federal Conſtitution of 


Cs: 1 is deſerving of Av: 20G 


But Great Britain differs From America in every ; 
effential point that ſerv s as à direction to draw ht 
10. e a ſyſtem of Government. | 


— 


Remote "FR any . power. "Ok the 


| nds, the intrigues or the attacks of rival Na- 
tions, America fits in ſafety without the neceflity 
olf keeping up a ſtanding Army or a Navy: hav- 


ing nothing but her own internal Legiſlation t to at- 
tend to, the State machine, meeting with no ob- 
Airuions moves on with eaſe, fimplicity, and cn 


my: equally exempt from fears of the Cabinet 0 


Aeſigna, as of * —— Powers; ſhe is not 
. conſtr ained 


confirained to make any proviſions fon her ſecurity); 
ſhe is obliged to form no leagues; enter into no 


treaties offenhve and defenſive, to preſerve no bats... 


lance of power, nor to make the buſineſs of Governs 


ment and Politics a Science neceſſary to be under. 


ſtood with all its ſubtleties and refinements.. Great 
Britain on the contrary ſurrounded by ambigous,' 


jealous, and formidable Nations, 1s. obliged for 


>her ſecurity to keep up a powerful Armament both 


by Seaand Land, The-deep deligns of thoſe Na- 


tions, (each ſtriving by force or Negociation to 


over-reach the others) ſwells the ſyſtem of Political 


management, to a ſcience of great magnitude and 


difficulty, requiring profound knowledge, and great 
addreſs. Hence it becomes invitſelf a profeſſion to 
be undertaken: only by men whole talents are ſuit- 
able, and whole fortunes enable them to live inde- 


pendent of labour, and devote their whole ſtudy: 


and attention to it. The neceſſary efficient ſervants 
of ſuch a ſyſtem; the various Officers, &c: of Army 
and Navy; the Governors, ' Deputies, Kc. N of 


foreign ſettlements, and the innumerable offices i in- 


diſpenſably neceſſary to move this complicated ma- 
chine, make an unavoidable burthen that America 


has no occaſion for. Thus the impracticability of 


your ſummary plan of finance, and the calcula- 


tions founded on it, vaniſh into ſmoak ang fall to 
cureleſs ruin. 
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Another material difference is in the ſtate of pro- | 
perty, and the manners of the people ;---every man 


in America, is, or may be an independent land- 
holder -a very ſmall proportion of the People of 


England are, or can be ſo. In America there is 
but one rank of People ; plain manners, a good 
| ſhare of common ſenſe, and an independent ſpirit 
are their characteriſtics; equally aloof from the 


refinement of our higheſt, and the profligacy of our 


loweſt claſs, they univerſally conduct themſelves 
with decency, are capable of ferming juſt judg- | 
ments in moſt things that concern them, and do 1t 


with coolneſs and diſcretion. To them the -gates 


of liberty might be ſafely opened without fear of 
making an ill uſe of the indulgence; every man 
poſſeſſing a ſufficiency has _— ing to ſeek for in 
the confuſion of property, or the ruins of his coun- 
try, and is tod wiſe and deliberate to loſe a good in 
poſſeſſion for one in contingency; on the other 
hand, in every country in Europe there are nu 
bers diſcontented with their ſituation. In this par- 
ticularly to which the poor, the idle, and the profli- 


gate of all countries reſort, with the hopes of bet- 


tering their condition; where the inevitable fluctu- 


ations of commerce, the various viciſſitudes Af for- 


tune, and the innumerable temptations to pleaſure 


and diſſipation, daily precipitate numbers from af- 
fluence to poverty; where even the rigid execution 


of ſevere criminal laws, and the utmoſt efforts of 


© > 0 Oe — — — —— — 


E | 
the honeſt and enlightened part of the conimunity 
fail to repreſs the encroachments and depreda- 
tions of the ignorant and wicked; there muſt be 
an immenſe number of unfortunates favourable to 
principles ſuch as yours :---men who, like you, 

having nothing to loſe and every thing to gain 
might well run the hazard of a Die; men Who 
(like the murderer in Macbeath) would do any thing 

to hend their life or get rid of it; ſuch. men, (but 
no others) would flock to your ſtandard; and ex- 
pecting from innovation that which-they could not 
get, would on the firſt removal of thoſe barriers 
that fence in and protect true liberty equally from 
the encroachments of deſpotiſm, and the aſſaults of | 
| licentiouſneſs, bear down every thing before them, - 
and-pull the glorious fabric of our Conſtitution to 
the ground, without reflecting, that they themſelves 
muſt be bunied 1 in the ruins of it. 


The Pons of :Aneria coufitling of men tend | 
as I have deſcribed, unmixed with, any of the laſt 


mentioned deſcription, conſidering their newly ac- 15 


quired independence, not as a licence to run riot, 
and indulge their private animoſities in maſſacre, | 
but as a bleſſing which they were bound to make 
the beſt uſe of. In modelling their Conſtitution 
they had nothing to pull down or deftroy---the 


ground was clear---the materials ready to their o 


hands, "mn common ſenſe and diſcretion only 
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were neceſſary; there being nothing to ſtruggle for, 


there were no ſtruggles-:a Government of ſome 


8 Tx” CES 


fort was neceſlary- upon the ſample plan which 
- their circumſtances required, it was no difficult 
matter, with the materials they had from ours to 
form . moderate talents were adequate to 
the talk of repreſentation. In England there is a 
Syſtem of Government that for ages has been the 
- admiration of mankind; a [yitem'that has exerciſ- 
cd the brighteſt, Pens in Europe fi its encomium; 
a lyſtem · o modelled that time inſtead of injuring 
Sives daily ſtrength And vigour to it, and which 
(different from all others) fo far from contracting 
by lapſe of time, gives a continually progreſſive 
expanſion to the ſpirit of liberty. This moſt 


glori 10US core of human wiſdom, though large 5 


and complicated is ſo perfect i in the unity of all its 
0 8 that they mutually depend upon and ſup- 


ort each other to take away a ſingle pillar there- 


| e would be to demoliſh the building ;---what 
ſhould we ſubſtitute i in its place ? The Conſtitution 
' of America, you fay, a ſyſtem of only four years 


ftanding- a{yſtem whole merits are yet unaſcertained 
mane, and therefore doubtful in its effects, and 
h, if perfe&t is only ſo as applied to America. 
any man whole hearf glows with. a warm love 
Is country, hſten with -patience to a propoſal 


to barter a Conſtitution, founded ona rock, em- 
| e with every Shade the moſt refined theory 
1019 wy: 1 N Can 


i(as) - 

can n and ſtrengthened 1 the ani Ry 
experience of ages, for the wild. ſpeculations: of a 
deſperate adventurer, for an undigeſted, nottiad 


ſyſtem of yeſterday, ſuited only to the exigencies. of 
an infant ſtate, a Colony, or a a pariſh, 


1 1 1 all "De 5 that in what I have 
ſaid of America, .I have been governed. by truth 
and candour ; but to bring the fallacy of the con- 
cluſions you have drawn from the Conſtitution of 
that Government, more immediately, home to the 
meridian of your miſtaken admirers intelle&s, I muſt 
deſcend to ſome trifling particularsof- it that will 
ſerve to elucidate the ſtate of a Government merely 
repreſentative as you choſe to give that place as 
your example. About four years ago I happened 
to be at Charleſtown, $outh e Carolina, the Aſſembly ; 
met there, at that time,---various matters were dit- 
cuſſed; but particularly the conſideration of the 
3 whether Theatrical Repreſentations 
ſhould be allowed in that State” was brought for- 
wWad: the Houſe as filled with Members - ſome 
indeed, as: reſpectable Gentlemen as any in the 
world; but the majority, Planters from the interior 
parts of the countfy, with blankets about their 
ſhoulders, and pieces of coarſe woollen cloth (by 
5 way of boots) tied with {rings about their legs : 
the more enlightened were decidedly. in fayour of 
"Theatrical repreſentations but the booted i 


We re 


* 


were againſt it: nothing could equal the Debates; | 
+: che demon of Satire himſelf i in his ſharpeſt fit of 
- .| malice to mankind, could not have defired or im- 
"W agined any thing more ridiculous : one called the 


repreſentation of Plays a fin againſt the Holy 


| Ghoſt ;---a ſecond called Players the Devils Pup- 


 pets-—while a third denounced the vengeance of 
Heaven againſt the whole fraternity of the Sock and 
Buſkin - but this was hot extraordinary there: the 
colours that fanaticiſm gives to every thing it re- 


flects on are known to be ſo various, and fo whim- * 


 fically blended, that theſe ſallics excite diſguſt ra- 


| ther than ſurprize,---but it remained for one genius 


to conclude the Debate with a Machiavelian ſtroke 
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of Political wiſdom. He came into the Hovſe 
armed with an unanſwerable Document---a Play - 
bill---it happened to be of the Earl of Eſfex. 


MisTzss (ſays he diſplaying the Bill)“ what calf 
you this? © Here are! dont know how many Earls, 


Lords, and Counteſſes---and what is worſe, a 


| Queen are we to have Lords, and Kings, and 


Queens in America? Are we to have more diſ- 
 * turbances ? -A general murmur arofe; the 


| Playbill,----wicked paper l. paſſed from hand to 


hand : the queſtion was called for, and very wiſely 


k determined againſt the Theatre, to the great mor- 
tification and aſtoniſhment of every Gentleman pre- 
ſent, or in the Province ſo much for equality. 


5 4 


5 Such 


% / 
Such repreſentation may ſuit No preſent unem- | YA 
barraſſed ſtate of America, but in the complicated 
buſtle of European policy would ſoon yield the 
brilliant Trophies of England, her wealth, and her 


Commerce to be ſhared by een State that choſe 
to have a pluck at her. | 


But what end do you preſume to ſay this new 
fangled ſyſtem of yours could anſwer ? Suppoſing 
it even practicable, why try the experiment. The 

country is in a State of internal opulence, and 
general reſpectability abroad; her Commerce ex- |. 
tenſive, and her Funds flouriſhing beyond any thing | | 
ever known ; her people too are happy. You have 
mentioned the increaſing Buildings of America as 
2 a proof of the excellence of her Government. 
Hlave we no Increaſe of Buildings in England ?- 
I will hazard an aſſertion that there has been more 
money expended in Buildings in Briſtol alone, 
in the laſt two years than on the whole Conti- 5] 
nent of America in that period. As to the New 
Buildings in and about London, they almoſt e, 
ceed belief, and ſay more in favour of the pre- | 
ſent Government, than you, and all your Pamph. 
lets with the whole National Aſſembly of France 
to join you, could ſay _ it. 
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in ſpite of all your endeavours to hide it: As the 


badneſs of your intentions 18 betrayed by your 


willfull miſrepreſentations, ſo is your attachment 
to a party by your attack on Mr. Pitt. Mr. Pitt 


may be ſlandered, but cannot be exaulicd by Pane. - 


gynic---he ſtands too high- -I ſhall not therefore 


x ge it. If, however, the Tree is to be known 
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from the Fruit, the abilities of that Gentlemen are 
too manifeſt in the Effe cts of his adminiſtration to 
require being pointed out.” The abuſe of Miniſters 


and of the learned profeſſions, has time imme 
moriable furniſhed entertainment to the unthink- 


ing, and wit to the dul---make the beſt uſe. of it 


you may: but in ſtating facts endeavour to con- 
quer your natural propenſity, and adhere to truth--- 
not in words merely---but in ſpirit alſo: when you 


alledge that © Mr. Pitt's practice has been confined. 
„ to the means of extorting Revenue, and his boaſt 


EY Has been how much” you endeavour under cov er 


of an ambiguity to imprefs your Readers with an 


Idea that Mr. Pitt's boaſt is how much he has 
burthened the People when you know the reverſe; 
to be the fact. One of Mr. Pitt s greateſt praiſes 


15 is that he has encreaſed the Revenue, by enlarging 
- the Commerce of the Country, ſuppreſſing: the per- 
* nicious practice of Smuggling. and thereby ſtrength- 
-ening the hand of the fair trader: thus he has by 
increaſing the Revenue lightened the burthens of 
tlie was aa having himſelf brought in the Repeal 

ö ol 


gk: 


. 1% 


of feveral of their moſt oppreſſive taxes. Mr; Pits-- ; © 
came to the Helm when the veſſel was almoſt a | 
Hopeleſs wreck, what he has done 1s known to a 
greateful people. The malevolent attacks of ſuch- 
pigmies as you can neither wound his reputation | 
nor tarniſh his fame. In a paper of Mr. Addinſons: 
on the ſubject of true glory, that are a few lines 
ſo immediately applicable to Mr. Pitt, that I can- 


not refrain from quoting them here. 


\ 

be The perfection of Glory, ſays Tully, conſiſts 
in theſe three particulars, * That the People 
love Us.” That they have confidence in Us.“ 


That being affected with a certain admiration _ 
towards Us, they think we deſerve Honor. This 


was ſpoken of greatneſs in a Commonwealth, 
but if one were to form a notion of conſummate 


glory under our Conſtitution, we muſt add to 
the above mentioned falicities, a certain neceſſary 


inexiſtence or diſreliſh of the reſt without the 


Princes favour. He ſhould methinks have 
Riches, Power, Honor, Command, and Glory; 
but Riches, Power, Honor, Command and Glory 
ſhould have no Charms but accompanied with 
the affections of his Prince; he ſhould methinks 
be popular, becauſe a favourite, and a favourite, 


becauſe popular.“ 


With reſpect to taxes in . the nature of : 


them is miſunderſtood, and men of you factious 
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1. \ principles make it more 1 The weight of the | 
4 f Taxes of different countries is merely relative to the 
N reſpective Powers of thoſe countries to ſuſtain that 
weight. Some years ago Dr. Price (I think it was) 
Z calculated that England was better able to pay 16s. 
- ES 55 than Ireland gs.; this is one of thoſe complex ſub- 
| | Jedts that give men of your turn ample power over 
| the minds of the ignorant. The tradeſman or la- D 
| 18 bourer who now gets Half a Crown a day for his 1 
| work, would, if there were no Taxes get perhaps 
5 Eight- pence or leſs; thus Taxes may be conſidered 
_. : 2 only adepreciation of the value of money, but that 
=. they ſerve Ss 2 ſtimulous to induſtry and call forth 
che bright ſparks of ingenuity 1s certain : were they 
wanting one of the firſt ſprings of exertion would 
f be loſt; when the neceſſaries of life are had with 
too little labour fbitual indulgence ſucceeds, and 
in time turns into inveterate ſupineneſs---by de- 
grees even the neceſſaries of life grow ſcanty---po-" 
verty, and its attendants theft and dirt follow, the 
Vivid ſpirit of emulative induſtry is extinguiſhed--- 
Alingenuity languiſhes for want of exerciſe---Manu- 
12 facturies and Agriculture decline Commerce of 
c 1.sourſe decays, and every thing that adorns and dig- 
. nifies a State, or contributes to the delight and com- 
1 ” fort of ſociety falls to ruin. It is not in humanity | 
0 form any thing perfect; but the Britiſh Conſti- 
4: tution comes nearer to perfection than any other 
effort of human wiſdom. And I have not the 
f {mallcſt doubt but vey Seſſion of Parliament ſo | 
long 


R 


| Cw Wn as” 
ww af Mr. Pitt OE his office, will take ſoings'=-- 
thing from the burthens of the People. It would 1 
give me the moſt lively ſatisfaction to ſee every in- 
dividual in England eaſy in circumſtances, but! 
would wiſh to ſee them ſo, only by the full exer- _— 
Ciſe of their Induſtry, and the utmoſt exertion of | 
that genius which now ſtrained, makes this country 
the ſtore-houſe of the world. I ſhould be truly 
ſorry to ſee my countrymen making out a ſordid 
lazy exiſtence----like a Virginian or Carolinian 
whiling away their time in languid indolence, ſpend- 
ing their whole day in ſcraping a half crown Violin 


and drinking Juleps of Yankee Rum and Honey. 


But rarely it is an uncommon ſtretch of Hy- 
pocriſy in you to pretend friendſhip to Great Bri- 
tain; you prided yourſelf on being one of her 
greateſt enemies. And obſtinate enmity is a ſettled 
veſident in every boſom that is unfirm in friend- 
ſhip. In your letter to the Abbe Raynal in 1782, 
the French Government (then the King) was the _ 
object of your warm eulogium---the tables are 
ſince turned, and you now make one of the Band of 
Uſurpers who ſing ]'o triumphe over the ruins of 
that Monarch, and perhaps may give the laſt po; 
liſh to your fame by becoming his Executioner. ( 1 


When I conſider he happy Government, and ths | 
perſonal ſecurity, of the ſubjects of Great Britain, I | 
felicitate myſelf with the reflection that I am one ß 
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en. Equally ſecure from the ſavage wildaell 
of ungoverned democratic power, and the horrid; 


fangs of deſpotiſm. I ſuffer my imagination to 


travel into the field of carnage, a contention be- 
tween them would produce : I ſee with Fancy's Eye 


{Millions in arms ranging themſelves, as impoſture 
and credulity, {way them, under the banners of the. 
Rights of Man on one fide, and of deſpotiſm on the 
other, while you and the no leſs redoubtable old 


woman of the North ſound the charge on either 


| fide to battle, and like Nero of old, chaunt 
: np in raptures at the ruin you had made, 


Before I conclude I muſt obſerve that your miler⸗ 
able play upon the word Mad efty is at once ſo mean 
and fo malignant, that it is a doubtful point to de- 7 
termine whether the depravity of the heart, or the 
poverty of the head that produced it is molt cons, 


I 
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Had it pleaſed Providetice t to give you vigour r | 


8 ment equal. to the petulance of your wit, 
and perſonal courage to keep pace with the if 
chievous bent of your heart; you would certainly 
| have been one of the moſt formidable creatures ever 
| 5 looſe on ſociety y, but as it is, take my word for 5 


it, your talents only ferve to encite the adm ation 


| ic fools,. and contempt of the wiſe---while the ob- 
vious wickedneſs of your intentions, muſt rouſe i in 


| Winans diſguſt, but cannot excite apprehenſion. 


| 


'4 d 1 cOoRRECIDOR. 


